He Warns Them – Part 1

Hebrews 6:4-8
Introduction:

This is one of the toughest “nuts to crack” in the Bible.

There are four basic views:

1. They are believers who might lose their salvation. But we know that the Bible teaches that that is not possible and we have 10 sermons on CD which discuss this subject.

2. They are believers who are being warned that “if they should fall away” (which they can’t) they would lose their salvation. But, of course, that is impossible. This places emphasis on the word “if” in verse 6.
3. They are unbelievers who have some knowledge of the gospel but have not believed. They are being warned that if they continue to delay, the time may come when they will not be allowed to believe.
4. They are believers who are tempted to go back to Judaism  and are being warned that to do that will bring great loss of reward in this life and in the life to come.

When approaching this passage, there are three questions you need to answer:

1. Are the people addressed believers or unbelievers?
2. What does “fall away” mean?

3. What is the impossibility?
I. He Describes a Class of People – 6:4-5
A. They were Once for All Enlightened

ἅπαξ - once for all – found 11times in Hebrews; 23 times in the NT.
Hebrews 7:27
﻿“who does not need daily, as those high priests, to offer up sacrifices, first for His ﻿﻿own sins and then for the people’s (sin), for this He did once for all when He offered up Himself.”
Jude 3 

“… I found it necessary to write to you exhorting ﻿﻿you to contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints.”
They were once for all enlightened.

It won’t happen again,
    it doesn’t need to 
     and it can’t.
B. They Have Tasted the Heavenly Gift  - Γευσαμένους

 This is a misunderstood and misused word.

 People put the common English meaning on the Greek word.

Hebrews 2:9 
“But we see Jesus, ﻿﻿who was made ﻿﻿a little lower than the angels, for the suffering of death ﻿﻿crowned with glory and honor, that He, by the grace of God, might taste death ﻿﻿for everyone.”
Acts 10:10

“Then he became very hungry and wanted to eat; (γεύσασθαι)  but while they made ready,  he fell into a trance.”
C. They Became Partakers of the Holy Spirit - Μετόχους – (4 times in Hebrews)
1:9  … Therefore God, Your God, ﻿﻿has anointed You With the oil of gladness more than Your companions.” 
3:1. Therefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, … 

3:14  For we have become partakers of Christ …

12:8 ﻿ But if you are without chastening, ﻿of which all have become partakers, then you are illegitimate and not sons. 

One other time – who do you think is the author who used it?
Luke 5:7

“So they signaled to their partners in the other boat to come and help them.”
D. They Have Tasted the Good Word of God

“Tasted” is the same as in the previous clause.

So, they have fully eaten of the Word, ῥῆμα
There are two main words for “word” in the N.T. with reference to God’s Revelation:

   λόγος - 1. The entire Word.



         2. The written word

  ῥῆμα-   1. A Part of the Word.

       

 2. The spoken word
They had heard the Word spoken
And it was the part having to do with the gospel.

[They Have Tasted] The Powers of the Age to Come

Δυνάμεις – powers is the word often used of the miracles of Jesus and the apostles.

These were the powers of the millennial age. 

They authenticated Jesus as the Messiah. Matt. 11:1-8

E. They Have Fallen Away

There should not be an “if’ there. It is inserted as an explanation of the last participle, “having fallen away”. i.e. if they fall away. But all 6 participles are tied together with the one article, τοὺς  in verse 4.
They have fallen away just as surely as they have been enlightened – tasted – become partakers, etc.
So, they have fallen away.

What does “fallen away” mean?

Παραπίπτω is used only here in the N.T.

But it is used in the Greek translation of the O.T.
Ezekiel 14:13 
“when a land sins against Me by persistent unfaithfulness, I will stretch out My hand against it; I will cut off its ﻿﻿supply of bread, send famine on it, and cut off man and beast from it.”
15:8 - “Thus I will make the land desolate, because they have persisted in unfaithfulness,’ says the Lord God.” 

16:60 - “Nevertheless I will ﻿﻿remember My covenant with you in the days of your youth, and I will establish ﻿﻿an everlasting covenant with you.”
20:27 - ‘Thus says the Lord God: “In this too your fathers have ﻿﻿blasphemed Me, by being unfaithful to Me. 

22:4 - ﻿You have become guilty by the blood which you have ﻿﻿shed, and have defiled yourself with the idols which you have made. 

22:18 - “Son of man, ﻿﻿the house of Israel has become dross to Me; they are all bronze, tin, iron, and lead, in the midst of a ﻿﻿furnace; they have become dross from silver. 

22:22 – “As silver is melted in the midst of a furnace, so shall you be melted in its midst; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have ﻿﻿poured out My fury on you.’ 

“Fall away” then means “to backslide.”

II. He States a Fact Concerning Them

“It is impossible to renew them again to repentance”

A. The Arminian View 
They will lose their salvation. 

(and according to this passage, they could never be saved again.)
Arminian theology does not take that logical step.

B. The Near-Salvation View 

They fail to believe and then will be unable to accept the salvation that they rejected.
C. The Hypothetical View 
If they could do this, they would lose their salvation, but they can’t. It is only intended to keep them from “falling away” and it will work.
D. Going on to Maturity View

All of the above views take “repentance” to be a reference to justification or salvation from the penalty of sin, i.e., from hell.  But this context is about believers going on to maturity (6:1) and more specifically entering the believer’s rest (4:9), that place of service, maturity and rest which God has particularly in mind for you, which every believer is to be diligent to enter (4:11).  If we do not enter but “fall away” (6:6), then God may say, “You shall not enter my rest” (3:11b; 4:3b), i.e., you will not be renewed again to repentance with regard to the “rest” issue, Remember: “This we will do if God permits” He might not permit it.
 Those who fall away will face their own “wilderness experience” just as Israel did (verses 7-8).  But they all are going to heaven anyway. They have believed, so they have eternal life.

III. He Explains the Fact 

A.   They have taken their place with those who crucified Christ.
B. They have put Christ to open shame. 

IV. He Illustrates the Fact from Nature – 6:7-8

    Two plots side by side
A. Good Land Brings Forth Good Products – 6:7
1.  Received rain

2. Was tilled

3. Brought forth good vegetation 

B.  Bad Land Brings Forth Bad Products – 6:8

Note: it also had rain and tilling.  It brought forth thorns and briars.
1. It is rejected

I Corinthians 9:27﻿
﻿﻿“But I discipline my body and ﻿﻿bring it into subjection, lest, when I have preached to others, I myself should become ﻿﻿disqualified.”
2.   It is near to a cursing

The land is near to a cursing.

Meaning the person is near chastening.
3.   It’s end is to be burned

In the illustration, what gets burned? - The thorns and briars, not the ground, but what the ground produced.
So, it is not the believer, but what the believer produced.

Conclusion: 

1. Are the people addressed believers or unbelievers? - They are believers.

2. What does “fall away” mean?

Go back to the to the old life - to them it was to Judaism and the dead sacrifices and failing to enter into the place of rest and service which every believer is to be diligent to enter into (4:11)
Today we call it backsliding.

3. What is the impossibility?

It is impossible to renew them to repentance and give them a second chance to enter. Israel refused
After they had tempted the Lord 10 times prior to Kadesh Barnea. When they refused to enter, God would not permit them to enter. Those who tried died in the attempt.
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